Cleve 41 St. Bernadette’s 0

This was our first fixture of the 2009-2010 campaign and was played on the first team pitch. The game started and was not long before Cleve were showing their intent on moving the ball swiftly along the backs and making big in roads to the St Bernadette’s defence. However some excellent rucking and mauling by St. Bernadette’s exposed some of last season’s forward frailties. The Cleve forwards however dominated the scrum and line out if the same driving at the breakdown a far more convincing score line would have been achieved. The backs had an excellent game with Joe Muxworthy creating some great opening with his intelligent distribution and support runs. Cleve were very dominant in the 1st half with only brief times spent in our own half. James Floyd left off where he finished last year with a sterling performance and opened the scoring after some great work right across the back line. Joe Muxworthy took the conversion and unfortunately missed. Straight from the kick off Cleve were back at St Bernadette’s. Wes Long and McCauley Parsons were carrying the ball well making great in roads and the big hairy monster Max Evans was also bulldozing through and making crunching tackles some a little to hard. Wes Long was rewarded for some fine work by scoring the second try and Joe was successful with the conversion. The game was being played more and more in the oppositions half and some good work by the backs led to Declan Streete scoring in the corner with a fine run to score in the corner. The ever dangerous smiling assassin James Floyd completed the 1st half scoring with another one of his powerful fast runs and the pleasing things is he had plenty of Cleve players in support.

Unfortunately some unnecessary aggression and off the ball incidents from both sides seem to lead to a bad injury to Richard Lane who had to leave the field with a very bad eye injury. Thankfully although a nasty black eye hopefully no serious injury was sustained.

The second half was played mainly in the opposition half, the game became very fragmented with numerous injuries being sustained by both side making the half very long. Although Cleve dominated possession, they rarely threatened scoring. It took a fine run by McCauley Parsons to increase the lead laying off to James Floyd to score his hatrick of tries, maybe we should get Cliff to buy a jug to celebrate his feat. As the half wore on the game was being played in the 22, but it was only in the later stages that the try scoring was completed after good work by the forwards pushing big Max Evans over to score. Joe Muxworthy converted one of the tries and added another penalty in between the tries to complete the scoring capping an excellent individual performance by Joe.

Steve used every player on duty and all had a pert to play in a hard fought game, some big positives can be taken from the game and some lessons also be learnt on areas for improvement although the result proves what an excellent team performance was given by all.

Picture of the game can be found at www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under_13s
